Regulation of organic sector 

A major factor that distinguishes organic farming from other approaches to sustainable farming is the existence of internationally acknowledged standards and certification procedures. The standards for organic production within the European Union are defined and enshrined in law by Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91.

This Regulation, introduced during the Irish Presidency of the EU in 1990 created a Community framework defining in detail the requirements for agricultural products or foodstuffs bearing a reference to organic production methods. The rules not only define the methods of production for organic crops and livestock but also regulate the labelling, processing, inspection and marketing of organic products within the Community and the importation of organic products from non-member countries. 

With effect from 24 August 2000, Council Regulation 1804/99 brought organic livestock and livestock produce within the ambit of EU rules.  

In Ireland the Department of Agriculture and Food is the competent authority for regulating the organic sector.  

Converting to organic production methods
Entry into organic farming involves a period of approbation known as the conversion phase in which the land and producer are given time to adjust to the organic methods. 

The conversion period for the change from conventional to organic farming is two years (before sowing) for annual crops and three years (before the first harvest) for perennial crops other than grassland.  In certain cases the conversion period may be extended or reduced, having regard to previous parcel use.  

This period is initiated by the farmer submitting his farming enterprise to organic inspection and the control system defined in the Organic Regulation.  

This conversion (transition), from conventional to organic farming is subject to several physical, financial and social influences, which differ even from those, associated with established organic farming systems.

There is often a financial cost associated with conversion. These costs vary widely according to individual circumstances but would be influenced by some of the following factors: 

[image: image1.png]



output reduction due to changes in production practices,
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capital investments in land, machinery, livestock housing etc.,
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certification and inspection costs,
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loss of some direct support payments, e.g. eligibility for livestock headage payments where numbers are reduced and 
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inability to command premium prices during the conversion phase. 

Registering as an organic operator
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	Irish Organic Farmers and Growers Association Ltd.,

Main Street,

Newtownforbes,

Co. Longford.
	Tel: (043) 42495

Fax: (043) 42496 

Email: iofga@eircom.net

Website: www.iofga.org




Labelling

Irish organic produce must be labelled with a reference to the name and/or code number of the certifying body as follows:

IRL-OIB1-EU 
Demeter Standards Ltd

IRL-OIB2-EU 
Irish Organic Farmers and Growers Association

IRL-OIB3-EU 
Organic Trust Ltd

In addition, It is important to remember that all other relevant National and European legislation that applies to the labelling of conventional products also applies to organic products.

Financial Support for the Organic Sector
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REPS provides a basic payment to all participants along with an additional payment to those availing of the organic measure.  The rates of payment in REPS 3 are: 

Basic payment rates 

	· First 20 Hectares - 
	€200/hectare

	· 20 - 40 Hectares - 
	€175/hectare

	· 40 - 55 Hectares -
	€70/hectare

	· > 55 Hectares 
	€10/hectare


Organic Supplementary Measure payment rates  

	
	Horticultural Holdings of <= 3 hectares (ha) with at least 1.0 ha under fruit or vegetables (excludes green manures)
	Holdings >3ha and up to 55ha


	>55 ha (rates in previous column apply up to 55ha)



	In conversion
	€242/ha
	€181/ha
	€30/ha

	Full organic status
	€121/ha
	€91/ha
	€15/ha


· An organic farmer with 55 hectares can receive an annual payment of €18,505 for the first two years and €13,555 per annum for the remaining three years1.    

· To avail of SM6, participants must be approved by a private inspection body and be registered with the Department of Agriculture, and Food.  

· Participants must carry out their farming activity for a 5-year period in accordance with the Scheme Specification.

· A minimum stocking rate of 0.5 livestock units is required to avail of full payments under the measure.  For crop production (non-livestock systems) at least 50% of the area eligible for payment must be cropped.  For mixed farming systems, payment for crop production will be based on the area cropped.   
Financial Support for the Organic Sector (cont’d)
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Organic Livestock Production

Animal Housing – General requirements
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Bovine Housing – General requirements
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Minimum surface areas indoors and outdoors

Bovines, Ovine & Pigs

	
	INDOORS AREA

(net area available to animals)
	OUTDOORS AREA

(exercise area, excluding pasturage)

	
	Live weight minimum (kg)
	M2/head
	M2/head

	Bulls for breeding
	
	10
	30

	Breeding and fattening bovine and equidae
	up to 100

up to 200

up to 350

over to 350
	1.5

2.5

4.0

5 with a minimum of 1m2/100 kg
	

	Dairy cows
	
	6
	

	Sheep and goats
	
	1.5  sheep/goat

0.35 lamb/kid
	

	Farrowing sows with piglets up to 40 days
	
	7.5 sow
	

	Fattening pigs
	up to 50

up to 85

up to 110
	0.8

1.1

1.3
	

	Piglets
	over 40 days and up to 30 kg
	0.6
	

	Brood pigs

· 
	
	2.5 female

6.0 male
	


Organic Crop Production 
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Under Council Regulation (EEC) No 2092/91 as amended, each operator must notify their type of organic enterprise to the Department and submit it to inspection.  Currently all organic producers, processors and importers from third country markets must:


�	register with the Department of Agriculture and Food   


�	submit their enterprise for inspection to:





Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)


Organic Farming Supplementary Measure (SM6)





Scheme of Grant Aid for the


Development of the Organic Sector
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Approved under the National Development Plan 2000-2006, financial support is available for investments by organic operators in equipment and facilities for the production, preparation, grading, packing and storage of organic products.

















Licensed organic operators, who are registered with an approved inspection body and with the Department, may make an application under the scheme. 





Grant aid is payable at 40% of the eligible cost.











Projects costing less than €2,540 are not eligible for grant assistance





For on-farm investment projects, maximum grant aid is €50,790.








For off-farm investment projects, maximum grant aid is €508,000. 





Note: 	The range of supports, be they EU or nationally funded, available to conventional agriculture per se are also available to organic operators.








Housing conditions for livestock must provide freedom of movement and comfort.








The Buildings must permit plentiful natural ventilation and light to enter.











Livestock must have easy access to feeding and watering.





Minimum surface areas for indoor housing and outdoor exercise areas are laid down in the IOFGA Standards for Organic Food and Farming in Ireland(see page 7).








Housing, pens, equipment and utensils must be properly cleaned and disinfected to prevent cross infection and the build up of disease carrying organisms.











The Housing of calves in individual boxes is forbidden after the age of one week.





Bulls over one year old must have access to pasturage or an open-air exercise area or an open-air run.














Housing must have smooth, but not slippery floors. At least half of the total floor area must be solid, that is, not of slatted or of grid construction.














Dairy cows must have a minimum area of 6 sq. m. per animal.








Cubicle systems will be allowed subject to the provision of 3 sq. m. per individual animal. This represents the minimum 50% solid rest areas required for dairy cows.








Ample dry bedding strewn with litter material must be provided in the laying/rest area.





Systems based on a ‘healthy soil’








Recycling of nutrients











Emphasis on appropriate rotations











Use of organic seed








Good knowledge of cultivation techniques











Integrated pest and disease control without the reliance on chemicals





Sectors


Fruit and vegetables


Cereals, protein and oil crops


Fodder crops
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